Differences Between Materialist and Christian Civilization
less and eventually moneyless society we might be
able at last to construct a Christian world. If class
privilege and poverty were to give way to community,
the warfare of trade competition to co-operation,
the chaos of national sovereignty to international
order, we should have cleared away much of the
debris which has vitiated and obstructed Christian
ideals in the past. If the forest is cleared, and the
swamps are drained, and the soil is purified, the seed
of Christianity might for the first time take root.
Are the Present Forms of Christianity Equal to Their Task?
When we turn our attention to the general body
of orthodox Christians and ask whether they are
capable of performing this immense task of carrying
over and applying to the new civilization the prin-
ciples of Christ's gospel, we may be moved to despair.
It may seem that the Church represents a closed
circle and is never again likely to be a predominating
spiritual influence in national affairs.
However unfavourable may be our general im-
pressions, we shall not have failed to notice that the
Christian bodies are in a healthier and purer
condition than they were when Christianity was a
convention and a man had to qualify for secular
offices by professing belief in the established forms
of religion. The Church has benefited by her loss
of power. She is more critical of herself, more ener-
getically alive to the need of internal reform. No
one who has any acquaintance with ecclesiastical
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